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AFDROUGHT 

EO 11652: NA 

SUB J : CHAD AIRLIFT 

1. FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS WIH EMB ON AUG 14, COL FASSETT AND 
MAJOR LA FLAMBOY OF VISITING KING GRAIN SURVEY MISSION AND 
CHARGE MET WITH GOC DROUGHT COORDINATOR DJONOUMA AND MEMBERS 
HIS STAFF. 

2. GOL FASSETT PROPOSED, SHOULD AIRLIFT OPERATIONS BE DECIDED 
UPON, TO BEGIN OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN PART OF COUNTRY AT ABOUT 
EARLY SEPTEMBER. DELIVERY 500 TONS TO B.E.T. PROVINCE (FAYA- 
LARGEAU, PERHAPS ALSO ZOUAR AND FAD A) WOULD OCCUPY TWO AIRCRAFT 
FIRST HALF MONTH, BY WHICH TIME RAINS PRESUMABLY BEGIN TO CEASE 
AND OPERATIONS COULD BE EXTENDED ABECHE, MONGO, BILTINE, AS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NDJAME 02151 171550Z 

POSSIBLE. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION. DJONOUMA STATED THAT WHILE 
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GREATEST SUFFERING AT PRESENT IS IN GUERRA AREA (MONGO), B.E.T. 
DESTINATIONS IN NEED SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES AND COULD EASILY 
UTILIZE MORE THAN SUGGESTED 500 TONS SHOULD RAINS DELAY POSSI- 
ILITY DELIVERIES SOUTHERN DESTINATIONS BEYOND MID-SEPTEMBER. 

FASSETT NOTED THAT PROPOSAL WOULD REQUIRE THAT AIRCRAFT COMMANDERS 
BE AUTHORIZED CHOOSE AMONG POSSIBLE LANDING SITES AFTER BECOMING 
AIRBORNE. DJONOUMA STATED HE HAD BLANKET AUTHORITY FROM MINISTRY 
INTERIOR AUTHORIZE LANDINGS WHEN AIR LIFT COMMENCES AS NEEDED 
IN ANY OF SEVERAL AREAS DISCUSSED AND THAT THIS WOULD PRESENT 
NO PROBLEM. (COMMENT: WHEN ASKED WHETHER FLIGHTS INTO BARDAI, 

SITE OF LAST SPRING'S REBEL KIDNAPPING OF GERMAN AND FRENCH 
CITIZENS, WOULD BE REQUIRED, DJONOUMA STATED HE HAD WISHED TO 
MAKE AT LEAST FEW FLIGHTS TO BARDAI BUT HAD BEEN DENIED 
PERMISSION. WHETHER PERMISSION REFUSED ON POLITICAL OR SECURITY 
GROUNDS WAS UNCLEAR.) 

3. MAIDUGURI/NDJAMENA TRANSPORT: 

DJONOUMA STATED THAT HE ALSO CONCERNED STOCKS NDJAMENA MIGHT 
BE SERIOUSLY DEPLETED IF HEAVY RAINS CONTINUED AND ASKED ABOUT 
POSSIBILITY THAT SOME STOCKS BE MOVED FROM MAIDUGURI TO 
NDJAMENA IF NEED ARISES. CHARGE NOTED THAT COSTS AIRLIFT THIS 
SHORT DISTANCE PROHIBITIVE, STRESSED THAT AIRLIFT REMOTE AREAS 
CHAD PREDICATED ON SUPPOSITION THAT EVERY EFFORT POSSIBLE WOULD 
BE MADEBY GOC AND CTT TO INCREASE FLOW GOODS BY TRUCK, AND IN- 
QUIRED WHETHER DJONOUMA BELIEVED INCREASE IN PRICE HAULAGE 
PER TON WOULD RESULT SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN NUMBER NIGERIAN 
TRUCKS ON RUN. DJONOUMA REPLIED THAT "EVERYONE TOLD HIM" 

PRICE OF 8,000 CFA FRANCS PER TON (ABOUT 22 NIARA) WOULD ATTRACT 
MANY MORE TRUCKS. (COMMENT: PRESUME THAT BY "EVERYONE" 

DJONOUMA MEANS CTT AND OSRO REP PAGE.) 

4. OTHER DONOR AIRLIFTS: 

DJONOUMA SAID THAT SOVIETS HAD ORIGINALLY PROMISED TWO ANTONOV 
12 AIRCRAFT TO BEGIN OPERATIONS IN JULY, THEN ONE AIRCRAFT 
TO BEGIN OPERATIONS IN FIRST WEEK AVUST, AND NOW APPARENTLY 
ARE UNDECIDED WHETHER OR NOT TO PARTICIPATE. DJONOUMA SAID 
CURRENTLY DISCUSSING WITH SOVIETS SUCH QUESTIONS AS RADIO 
FACILITIES, UNWILLINGNESS SOVIETS CONCUR IN TRANSPORTING 
OTHER THAN SOVIET DONATIONS, LENGTH OPERATIONS, ETC. DJONOUMA 
OBVIOUSLY DISCOURAGED PROSPECTS SOVIET ASSISTANCE, AND HYPOTHE- 
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SIZED THAT BEST THAT COULD BE HOPED FOR WOULD BE PERHAPS TWO 
WEEKS OF OPERATIONS BY ONE ANTONOV 12 SOMETIME IN SEPTEMBER. 

AS NEEDS VERY GREAT. DJONOUMA CONSIDERED THAT EVEN SHOULD ANTONOV 
BE AVAILABLE FOR LONGER PERIOD. NO DUPLICATION EFFORTS OR PROB- 
LEMS OF COORDINATION WOULD OCCUR. (COMMENT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
TOLD CHARGE AUG 1 1 THAT SOVIETS HAD EXAMINED POSSIBILITIES AND 
CONCLUDED THAT NOT PRACTICAL CONSIDER AIRLIFT BEFORE SEPTEMBER. 
SOVIET AMB SAID STILL EXAMINING QUESTION, AND EXPRESSED WILLING- 
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NESS EXCHANGE INFORMATION AND COORDINATE PLANS.) 

5. NIGERIAN AND CAMEROONIAN COOPERATION: 

FASSETT NOTED THAT AS LIFT OPERATIONS WOULD BE PRINCIPALLY FROM 
MAIDUGURI, WILLINGNESS NIGERIAN AUTHORITIES SUPPLY REQUIRED 
LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AND FACILITATE OVERFLIGHT AND LANDING 
CLEARANCES HIGHLY IMPORTANT. CHARGE SUGGESTED GOC MIGHT WISH 
MAKE DIRECT APPROACH TO NIGERIAN AND CAMEROONIAN AUTHORITIES, 
DJONOUMA SAID WOULD HAVE MFA AND OTHER APPROPRIATE MINISTRIES 
CONTACT NIGERIAN COUNTERPARTS IMMEDIATELY AND WOULD ALSO MAKE 
REQUEST FOR SUPPORT THROUGH NIGERIAN EMB NDIAMENA. DJONOUMA 
CONSIDERED THAT OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE PROCEDURES FOR CAMEROON 
COULD BE EASILY ARRANGED THROUGH NORMAL CHANNELS. 

6. OTHER SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS: 

FASSETT DISCUSSED BRIEFLY OTHER SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS, FOR WHICH 
DJONOUMA PROMISED FULL COOPERATION, INCLUDING SAME ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR AIRLIFT PERSONNEL AS LAST YEAR AND INTERVENTION WITH GOC 
AUTHORITIES OBTAIN BETTER RADIO FREQUENCIES. 

DWYER 
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